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DESIGNING IN BRICK

M O S T  C O M M O N L Y  U S E D  B R I C K  S H A P E S



Brick is one of the most consistently popular 
building materials among architects, designers 
and builders alike, due in large part to brick’s 
versatility to adapt to a variety of designs. 

Glen-Gery boasts an extensive selection of brick 
shapes to correlate with our comprehensive line 
of extruded, molded and handmade brick as 
well. Here we’ll break down a few common brick 
shapes used in residential design. 

Most  
Commonly
Used Brick 
Shapes

Smokey Mountain Handmade (Circular Arch)2



ARCHES

3Danish “1776” (Flat Arch)

Brick arches convey a sense of timelessness and strength. They’re traditional in structure and have become a standard 
element of many architectural styles. In order to achieve a perfect arch with tapered/shaped units and equal mortar joints 
arches should be constructed with brick shapes to properly span the opening. It is possible to construct some arches 
styles with typical rectangular brick and use mortar to achieve the taper. Glen-Gery offers a variety of standard arches, 
including: 

Cambridge Handmade (Circular Arch)

Flat Arches 
Glen-Gery’s flat arches achieve the look of the classic 
jack arch without the cost of custom dimensions for 
every brick in the arch. Flat arch pieces, except for 
the keystone, are the same size and shape and have 
parallel sides. The voussoirs are designed with a 70° 
skew-back angle and 3/8” nominal mortar joint. 

Circular Arches 
These arches are manufactured only from architects’ 
full-size details and must include specific information 
including the type of arch, rise, dimension of the  
masonry opening, thickness of the mortar joint and 
radii of the arch. It also must be determined whether  
it is a one- or two-brick arch.



Scotch Tradition (Water Table)
4

Rowlock and on-the-flat water tables, historically used to reduce water penetration, 
are now used by architects and designers to achieve decorative design details. 
These details can vary from the use of a single style for simplicity to a combination 
of styles to achieve highly ornate and intricate brickwork. 
 
In addition to their traditional use, these shapes can be used to add dimension 
to flat walls, rotated to form door and window jambs, or inverted to form cornice 
brickwork. Continuity of design can also be transferred into the landscape by using 
the water tables as caps for walls or edging accents for walkways.

WATER TABLES

Colonial (Water Table)

Belgium Handmande (Water Table)
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SILLS, COPINGS & TREADS
The basic function of copings and sill is to reduce the 
potential for water penetration. This is easily and attractively 
accomplished with a variety of Glen-Gery brick shapes. 
Their profiles, whether angular or curvilinear, add distinctive 
detailing to wall caps, windows, and door openings.  
Tread shapes are manufactured to properly finish brick 
steps and other paving applications. 

Avignon Handmade (Sill)
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Belgium Handmade (Tread)
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Cover image: Avignon Handmade 

Due to printing limitations, color and texture may vary from actual product. Actual brick dimensions may vary slightly  
depending on manufacturing facility. Final selection should always be based on an actual product sample.  

For more information, contact your Glen-Gery representative. © 2022 Glen-Gery Corporation  •   6/22 
Please consult a masonry professional to ensure proper design/installation. 

Discover the possibilities at glengery.com 


